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Introduction

In 2026, global food security has emerged as one of the most critical themes at the United
Nations and international trade forums. Climate variability, geopolitical disruptions, and

recurring supply-chain shocks have intensified concerns around the reliability and transparency
of agricultural trade.



For India—one of the world’s largest producers and exporters of agricultural commodities—this
evolving global focus presents both responsibility and strategic opportunity.

Why Food Security Is Central to Agricultural Trade in 2026

Recent global disruptions have exposed vulnerabilities in food supply chains, particularly for
import-dependent regions across Africa, West Asia, and parts of Asia. As a result, importing
countries are increasingly prioritising:

e Stability and continuity of supply

e Transparent sourcing practices

o Traceability from origin to destination

¢ Compliance with food safety and quality standards

In 2026, agricultural trade decisions are no longer driven by price alone. Trust, consistency, and
traceability have become decisive factors.

“In 2026, agricultural exports are judged as much on reliability and transparency as on

volume.”

India’s Role in Global Food Supply Chains

India supplies agricultural products to over 150 countries, supported by diverse agro-climatic
zones and large-scale production capacity. This diversity enables year-round availability of key
food commodities and strengthens India’s position as a dependable exporter during periods of
global uncertainty.

At international trade discussions, India has consistently advocated for predictable and open
agricultural trade, reinforcing its credibility as a long-term partner in global food security.

Traceability as a Trade Requirement

In 2026, traceability has moved from being a best practice to a market-access requirement,
particularly in regulated and institutional markets. Importers increasingly expect clear
documentation on:



e Origin and cultivation practices

e Post-harvest handling and storage

e Quality grading and inspection

e Compliance with sanitary and phytosanitary standards

Exporters that maintain transparent records and consistent quality controls are better
positioned to meet evolving buyer expectations and regulatory norms.

What This Means for Agricultural Exporters
Opportunities

e Stronger buyer confidence and repeat contracts

e Access to long-term procurement markets

e Improved price realisation for consistent, compliant produce
Challenges

e Higher documentation and quality-control standards

e Greater coordination across farmers, processors, and logistics partners

Exporters who invest in traceability systems, quality consistency, and transparent sourcing are
better equipped to grow sustainably in 2026 and beyond.

Conclusion

As global food security remains a top priority in 2026, agricultural exports are evolving into a
trust-based, responsibility-driven segment of global trade. International discussions increasingly
recognise the role of reliable exporters in stabilising food supply chains.

For India, strengthening traceability and consistency in agricultural exports is essential not only
for market access, but for sustaining its position as a trusted contributor to global food
security.



